
A Summary of Ibn Rajab’s Explanation on the Hadith of Gibril 

It is narrated from `Umar ibn Khattab (Allah be well-pleased with him), "While we were sitting 
with the Messenger of Allah (Allah bless him and grant him peace) one day a man came up to us 
whose clothes were extremely white, whose hair was extremely black, upon whom traces of 
traveling could not be seen, and whom none of us knew, until he sat down close to the Prophet 
(Allah bless him and grant him peace) so that he rested his knees upon his knees and placed his 
two hands upon his thighs and said, 'Muhammad, tell me about Islam.' The Messenger of Allah 
(Allah bless him and grant him peace) said, 'Islam is that you witness that there is no god but 
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and you establish the prayer, and you give 
the zakat, and you fast in Ramadan, and you perform the pilgrimage of the House if you are able 
to take a way to it.' He said, 'You have told the truth,' and we were amazed at him asking him and 
[then] telling him that he told the truth. He said, 'Tell me about Iman.' He said, 'That you affirm 
Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers, and the Last Day, and that you affirm the Decree, 
the good of it and the bad of it.' He said, 'You have told the truth.' He said, 'Tell me about Ihsan.' 
He said, 'That you worship Allah as if you see Him, for if you don't see Him then truly He sees 
you.' He said, 'Tell me about the Hour.' He said, 'The one asked about it knows no more than the 
one asking.' He said, 'Then tell me about its tokens.' He said, 'That the female slave should give 
birth to her mistress, and you see poor, naked, barefoot shepherds of sheep and goats competing 
in making tall buildings.' He went away, and I remained some time. Then he asked, 'Umar, do 
you know who the questioner was?' I said, 'Allah and His Messenger know best.' He said, 'He 
was Gibril who came to you to teach you your religion'."  

Islam 

Ibn Rajab says: It is a hadith of tremendous importance which comprises an explanation of the 
whole religion. For this reason, the Prophet (Allah bless him and grant him peace) said at the end 
of it, "This was Gibril who came to you to teach you your din," after explaining the degree of 
islam, the degree of iman and the degree of ihsan, all of which he called “din”. 

As for Islam, the Prophet (Allah bless him and grant him peace) explained it as the outward 
actions of the limbs such as words and deeds, the first of which is witnessing (shahadah) that 
there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, which is an action of 
the tongue. Then there is establishing the prayer, paying zakat, fasting Ramadan and pilgrimage 
of the House for whoever is able to take a way to it. 

In the narration of Ibn Hibban he added to that the performance of 'umrah, ghusl from sexual 
intercourse or emission, and completing wudu, which draws our attention to the fact that all of 
the outward duties comprise that which is named Islam. Others include 

His words in one of the narrations, "'Then if I do that will I be a Muslim?' He said, 'Yes.'" (i.e. in 
the narration of Ibn Hibban) shows that whoever completes his performance of the five pillars of 
Islam has really become a Muslim, along with the fact that whoever affirms the two shahadahs 
has legally become a Muslim. If someone enters Islam by that means, he is bound to undertake 



the establishment of the rest of the characteristics of Islam. 

Iman 

Ibn Rajab says: As for iman, the Prophet (Allah bless him and grant him peace). Allah has 
mentioned iman in His Book with these five fundamental principles in many places, such as in 
His words, exalted is He, "The Messenger has iman in what has been sent down to him from his 
Lord, and so do the believers. Each one has iman in Allah and His angels and His Books and His 
Messengers.” (Baqarah: 285)  

Iman in the Messengers requires that one believes in everything of which they have informed us: 
the angels, the Messengers, the Book, the Rising and the Decree, and other things of the details 
of which they have informed us of the attributes of Allah, exalted is He, and the attributes of the 
Last Day.  

Included in iman in the Decree is the good of it and the bad of it. Because of this phrase Ibn 
'Umar narrated this hadith as a proof against those who repudiated the Decree. Belief in the 
Decree has two degrees: first, belief that Allah, exalted is He, has prior knowledge of what good 
and evil the slaves do, their obedience and disobedience, before creating them and bringing them 
into existence, knowing who of them are people of the Garden and who of them are for the Fire. 
The second degree is that Allah, exalted is He, created all of the slaves' actions, good and bad, 
kufr, iman, obedience and disobedience, and willed them for them. This is the degree which the 
people of the Sunnah and of the Community affirm, but which the people of free-will (al 
qadariyyah) reject and deny. 

Someone might ask why the Prophet (Allah bless him and grant him peace) seems to be making 
a distinction in this hadith between iman and islam, making all conduct a part of islam, not a part 
of iman, although the well-known opinion of the Salaf and the scholars of hadith is that iman 
consists of three things: statements, conduct and intention, and that all conduct is subsumed, 
therefore, under the category of iman.  

The way to reconcile these seemingly contradictory statements about the relationship of the word 
islam to iman is to understand that both have the same meaning when they are used without the 
other. When they are used together, however, each one has a specialized meaning, as is the case 
in the hadith we are discussing. 

Not every Muslim is a mu`min, however, because his iman might be weak, in which case his 
heart is not perfect in its faith, although he performs some of the acts of Islam. This was true of 
the Bedouin, about whom Allah said in the Qur`an “The Bedouin say, ‘We have believed.’ Say: 
‘You have not believed, but rather say, ‘We have submitted.’” According to the opinion of Ibn 
‘Abbas, these people were not hypocrites, merely persons of weak faith.  

Thus, someone whose faith is imperfect may not be a mu`min, according to this understanding of 
iman, but nonetheless remains a Muslim. As for Islam, it is not removed from a person merely 



for failure to perform some of the conduct Islam requires. Only conduct that contradicts it in its 
entirety is sufficient to exclude a person from Islam. 

It is very important to understand the relationship of islam to iman and iman to islam, because 
this has been the source of many fitan in the Muslim community, including the Khawarij, who 
thought that major sins exclude a person from Islam, and therefore, could be treated as non-
believers. 

Further, included in the category of iman is the trembling of the heart (wajal al-qulub) out of 
remembrance of Allah, trembling when one hears Him mentioned or His Book recited, its 
increase as result, firm trust in Allah, fear of Him in secret and in public, satisfaction with Allah 
as Lord, and so forth. Allah said in the Quran, “The believers are those who, when Allah is 
mentioned, their hearts tremble”; “Is it not time for the believers for their hearts to fear on 
account of remembrance of Allah and the Truth which has been revealed?”; “and let the 
believers place their trust in Allah”; and, “in Allah place your trust, if indeed you are believers.” 

And Allah alone gives success 

(c) www.sunnipath.com 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


